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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the World Health Organization! My name is Selena Zhao, and I’m so excited 
and honored to serve as your director for Harvard Model United Nations India 2019. 
 
First, I’d like to introduce myself a bit—I was born in Seattle, Washington and grew up 
figure skating competitively, competing on the international circuit during high school. 
Here at Harvard as a junior, I’m studying Political Science with a minor in Integrative 
Biology. To further pursue these interests, I am a research assistant for a professor in the 
Government Department, where I was able to contribute to a New York Times 
bestselling book he has just released on comparative politics and democratic breakdown. 
In addition, I interned freshman year in the Evidence for Policy Design program at the 
Harvard Kennedy School, creating data sets on environmental clearance laws in India. 
On the side, I give tours for the Admissions and Financial Aid Office and dance a bit in 
Expressions Dance Company (hip hop) or the Asian American Dance Troupe (although 
it certainly doesn’t show in our annual dance performance at the talent show!).  
 
Although I did not discover my passion for Model UN until freshman orientation week, 
it has quickly ignited my passion—I served as an Assistant Director in the ECOSOC 
organ at both the high school and college student Boston conferences as a freshman, was 
Comptroller Director for HMUN 2018 as well as a co-director for the UNDP at 
HNMUN 2018, and was lucky enough to direct the same UNDP committee at HMUN 
India last year! Through my experiences, I have come to value Model UN as a unique 
educational opportunity where delegates can not only gain a greater understanding for 
current global issues but also a deeper appreciation for the spirit of diplomacy and 
cooperation. I am also so excited to return to Hyderabad!  
 
Therefore, I am incredibly excited to explore my academic interests through the lens of 
Model UN by examining the impacts of globalization on global health. Globalization has 
certainly been at the top of the political agenda in terms of international relations and 
international political economy, yet less attention has been devoted to its effects on 
health. In particular, navigating the complex dynamics and often competing incentives 
between developing and developed nations makes this a pertinent and pressing topic. To 
me, this is the crux of why I am so excited to direct at HMUN India—to promote the 
exposure and commitment to ideals of diplomacy while tackling an issue that is both 
relevant to the high-tech sectors of a rising power like India, as well as the portions of the 
population still struggling to meet basic ends. Together, we will explore topics as diverse 
as labor standards, communicable disease prevention, and affordable bio-tech. I am so 
excited to hear what creative, insightful, concrete solutions will emerge from committee! 
 
Finally, as Director, I am here to serve you—please do not hesitate to reach out and 
email me about the committee topic or anything else of interest! I cannot reiterate how 
much I am looking forward to meeting each and every one of you at conference this 
August. I truly hope you will have a transformative, educational experience while meeting 
inspiring new people. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Selena Zhao 
Director, World Health Organization 
who@hmunindia.org 
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