
Harvard Model United Nations India 
 
 

 
 

SECRETARY-
GENERAL 

 
 
 
 
    Kathryn Kuhar 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
 
 
 
  
 Gabrielle Schultz 

UNDER-SECRETARY-
GENERAL 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 

Alec Fischthal 
UNDER-SECRETARY-

GENERAL 

OPERATIONS 
 
 
 
 
   Anirudh Suresh 

UNDER-SECRETARY-
GENERAL 

COMMITTEES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
59 Shepherd Street, Box 205 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
 

Suite 409/411, Block  2, 
White House,  Begumpet 
Hyderabad 500016, India 

 
Dear Delegates, 
 
My name is Emily Markowitz, and I am a rising junior here at Harvard. After being 
involved with HMUN Boston this spring, I am excited now to direct for HMUN 
India. I am from a town right outside of New York City. I am a true New Yorker 
as I have lived in New York my whole life. I study Social Studies at Harvard, which 
basically combines studies in Government, Economics, and Sociology. My focus 
field within the major is Political Economy. I am fascinated by the intersection of 
economics and politics, both between nations and among businesses. Besides 
leading Model UN conferences, I am involved in other organizations within 
Harvard’s International Relations Council. I compete on the Inter-Collegiate Model 
UN Team and am a president of International Relations on Campus, which brings 
in speakers to campus to discuss issues related to international affairs. I am also a 
leader for Outing Club, where I lead hikes. In my free time, I enjoy running, reading, 
hiking, and exploring new places. Feel free to ask me about any of my interests or 
activities on campus! 
 
In this day and age, with an influx of refugees to Europe and areas in the Middle 
East, refugee migration remains a hot topic with a lot of surrounding controversy. 
Refugees are not the responsibility of a single nation. Namely, due to the 
interconnected nature of our world today, refugee crises must be addressed on an 
international basis with cooperation among nation states. In particular, the topic 
for this year’s session of the UNHCR discusses urban refugeeism. Today, roughly 
55 percent of the world’s population lives in urban areas, with that figure set to rise 
to 68 percent over the coming decades. As such, urban refugeeism is an issue that 
directly affects the lives of millions of global inhabitants and should be of relevant 
concern. While most individuals would agree on the importance of humanitarian 
action, few will agree on the form that such actions should take, thus complicating 
ostensibly simple issues. 
 
Ultimately, I hope that this conference is an experience of learning and growth for 
all participants. Committee can meet its maximum potential when delegates focus 
on their countries’ needs and discussion is centered on persuasion, policy, and 
compromise. Thank you again for reading this and the accompanying background 
guide—it will provide a serious overview of the subjects we will address. I hope to 
hear from you if you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the 
background guide, the UNHCR, or the topic of urban refugeeism. 
 
Sincerely, 
Emily Markowitz 
Director, United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees 
unhcr@hmunindia.org 
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