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Topic Summary 
 
Human history is littered with cases of state sanctioned violence against civilians, 
from the ghastly fates of los desaparecidos during the Dirty War in Argentina, to the 
deaths of civilians in the midst of the Syrian Civil War. While political rhetoric 
often centers on how to end these tragedies, there are few guidelines for how 
nations can rebuild afterwards. This is where transitional 
justice, or the process by which nations can address histories of human rights 
violations, becomes of immense importance. How do we hold the perpetrators of 
widespread abuses accountable for their crimes? How do we ensure that nations 
learn from their dark histories and protect the rights of their people going 
forward? 
 
In this committee, you will have to create universal guidelines for the 
implementation of transitional justice, bearing in mind the diverse cases in which 
it might become applicable. Transitional justice is traditionally broken down into 
three subcategories: truth-seeking, victim reparations, and prosecutions. Each of 
these topics is explored in depth in this background guide, both through a broad 
overview and through the case studies afterwards. You will be expected to address 
each of these topics in your draft resolution. When considering truth-seeking, 
how can we gather objective data on human rights abuses that were carried out in 
secret? As to the treatment of victims, what are appropriate, feasible reparations 
to provide to them? And what constitutes a fair punishment when we prosecute 
the masterminds behind such heinous crimes? 
 
When debating all of these subjects, you will need to consider not only how 
international law can be utilized to protect and heal individuals after state-
sponsored atrocities, but also in what direction your own moral compass is 
pointing. Transitional justice is a deeply personal topic that requires careful 
reflection on one’s ethical values. You must therefore heavily weigh your 
priorities when crafting guidelines – is it better to “forgive and forget” for the 
sake of stability? Does providing catharsis for victims potentially allow 
for executing those who abused them? Will there ever be enough reparations to 
heal the scars left by internal conflict? 
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