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Dear Delegates, 
 
Greetings, and welcome to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)! 
 
My name is Ellen Li, and I am a junior at Harvard College studying applied 
mathematics and statistics. I went to high school surrounded by the sunny 
beaches of Florida, but I was born in a college town by the name of Urbana, 
Illinois. From a young age, my favorite subjects have always been science and 
math, and this trend has continued into the present (and future). I was not 
involved in Model UN or related activities in high school (surprise!), but I 
attended an information session in my early days at Harvard and was immediately 
intrigued. I’ve been an Assistant Director numerous times at both HMUN and 
HNMUN (Harvard’s high school and college conferences), and I directed this 
very committee (the IAEA) at HNMUN 2018. At conference, I found that I really 
enjoyed the environment of productive debate, learning, and teamwork that are 
core to each committee, and this led me to take on larger roles throughout the 
years. 
 
I’m beyond thrilled to be your Director for the IAEA, and I am looking forward 
to three days of meaningful and constructive debate. In high school, I was 
particularly drawn to the intersection of environmental science and chemistry 
manifested in nuclear energy. In the wake of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
disaster and the related earthquake, the drawbacks of nuclear energy became a 
reality for a significant portion of the world. Therefore, as a major STEM 
enthusiast, I’m excited to be able to incorporate my passion for nuclear energy 
into coming up with effective and comprehensive solutions to the various issues 
surrounding nuclear energy. I am especially excited to be directing for HMUN 
India this year because I feel that the topics discussed in committee will be 
particularly relevant to the country of India, itself a nuclear state and one of the 
fastest growing in terms of building new reactors. 
 
As a committee, we will delve into the intricacies of nuclear disaster prevention 
and response, incorporating the delegation of responsibility to companies and 
governments in providing a quick and efficient response system for nuclear 
disasters as well as the implementation of a prevention system in current nuclear 
power plants. We will also look towards alternative methods of generating nuclear 
energy, including the use of different elements or materials as well as nuclear 
fusion. In particular, India has historically been a champion of thorium reactors, 
since it has one of the world’s largest supplies of thorium. With these exciting 
ideas in mind, I strongly encourage you to immerse yourselves in this extremely 
relevant topic, and I look forward to hearing your insightful ideas in purposeful 
and effective debate at conference.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Li 
Director, International Atomic Energy Agency 
iaea@hmunindia.org 
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