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Topic Summary 
 
The topical focus of this committee will be centered on the events surrounding 
one of the most pivotal time periods in NATO’s history: the end of the Cold 
War. Though the committee will be specifically simulating the time period from 
1989-1991, delegates should include in their substantive debate relevant historical 
information regarding prior events in the Cold War as well. Because this topic 
and time period contain an extensive amount of material to potentially address, 
the committee will follow a general progression of subtopics that should help 
provide focus for the delegates’ discussion and encompass several of the most 
pressing subjects for consideration. 
 
The first of these subtopics will be centered on the Revolutions of 1989 in Central 
and Eastern Europe. Substantive debate in this area will address what course of 
action NATO should take when people and nations in this geographic region 
attempt to break free of Soviet control in the face of possible military reprisal and 
human rights violations. This topic should be examined and discussed with the 
goal of both addressing the existing situation and establishing a precedent for 
similar scenarios that may arise in the future.  
 
The introduction of the second subtopic will see the committee’s focus shift from 
the satellites and peripheries of the Soviet empire to the USSR itself, covering the 
leadup to its dissolution in 1991. Delegates will discuss the stance NATO should 
take towards both the newly independent, formerly Soviet republics and the 
USSR’s self- proclaimed legal successor on the world stage: the Russian 
Federation. Should NATO work to incorporate any of these newly sovereign 
states, or should it maintain an entirely defensive stance towards the survivors of 
the USSR’s disintegration? What action, if any, should the alliance take in regard 
to possible attempts by militant communist hardliners to seize power and 
forcefully reassert control over the nascent republics? In addition, delegates should 
consider how to balance their stance towards the Soviet Union and its successor 
states within the wider context of NATO’s relationships with other rising regional 
powers, such as China and India. 
 
Lastly, the third subtopic will primarily deal with perhaps the most pressing issue 
concerning NATO member states in the immediate aftermath of their apparent 
victory: the Soviet nuclear arsenal. This will include deliberation as to what 
requests or demands NATO should make to the former Soviet Republics 
regarding their stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), as well as 
what enforcement mechanisms they can establish in order to ensure international 
compliance. In order to expand our committee’s international focus pertaining to 
this topic area, we will also expect delegates to address the question of other 
nuclear armaments and potential proliferation in countries such as China, India, 
and Pakistan.  
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