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Dear Delegates, 

It is my honor to welcome you to Harvard Model United Nations India 2019! My 
name is Michael Shafer and I am excited to meet each and every one of you this 
coming August as your Director for the Disarmament and International Security 
Committee. My goal is to make sure you all have fun and learn lots at this year's 
conference! 

I grew up in rural Eastern Oregon and am currently a sophomore at Harvard. I 
study Government (perfect for a committee discussing terrorism) and focus 
particularly on international relations and Middle Eastern politics. Outside of 
HMUN, I am involved with an organization called America’s Promise Alliance 
and am a DJ on the Harvard Radio Station. I also watch far too much Netflix and 
annoy my roommates with bad jokes and terrible singing.  

Disrupting financial terrorist networks is a topic that I am extremely passionate 
about and hope that you all will come to find it as interesting and important as I 
do. This topic has many complexities that I hope to hear explored during debate 
in committee. The financial networks of terror organizations should be at the 
forefront of discussion now that ISIS and other terror groups are being 
consistently beaten militarily and yet are still able to have a global impact. I am 
excited to hear the ideas that are proposed during committee to disrupt these 
financial networks and take away the influence of terror organizations. Terrorism 
is a subject that I study extensively and cannot wait to hear new ideas!  

I am so excited to be directing this committee in India this year. I believe that you 
will all bring new perspectives to this topic shaped by your own understanding 
and experience. Terrorism is an issue that has been, is, and will continue to be 
relevant virtually everywhere in the world and is an incredibly vast and complex 
issue that I believe every delegate can find an aspect that captures their attention. 

I hope that this committee is a place where delegates can learn more about a 
different aspect of terrorism than is usually discussed on the international scene 
and a place where delegates can learn how model UN functions and, by 
extension, the UN. I want delegates to push the boundaries and propose radical 
ideas that the world has not heard before. I am here as a resource to you while 
you prepare for committee, debate, write working papers, and beyond. I am so 
excited to see you all at conference and I want to encourage you to reach out to 
me with any questions or concerns you might have or to just introduce yourself to 
me! 

Sincerely,  

Michael J. Shafer  
Director, Disarmament and International Security Committee 
disec@hmunindia.org 
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