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Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the Harvard Model United Nations 2019 Conference — India Edition. My 
name is Bushra Hamid, and I am delighted to have you join me in the Commission on the 
Status of Women, where delegates will get the chance to engage in challenging debates to 
come up with recommendations on how best to promote and empower women worldwide. 
 
This will be an exciting — and much needed — committee, and I am thrilled to be 
directing it and having you all join me. But first, a little bit about myself: I am currently a 
junior at Harvard pursuing a degree in Psychology with a secondary in Government. On 
campus, aside from HMUN, I am also involved in WorldMUN, the Harvard 
Undergraduate Blockchain Group, and the Seneca, which is an organization dedicated to 
providing uplifting, sustainable networks for women both throughout and after college. I 
was born in West Virginia, lived in Iowa, but have grown up in Houston, Texas. My 
grandparents were born in Palestine and my parents were born in Syria, so I have many 
salient identities, to say the least. I love traveling but have not yet been to India, so am 
therefore truly excited to have that opportunity.  
 
In 2017, I co-founded the National Muslim Women’s Summit at Harvard Kennedy 
School, a conference focused on intensive organizing, financial literacy, and self-defense 
training, followed by a year-long community fellowship project. For the past three years, 
the Summit has successfully selected 50 young women from across the U.S. to Harvard in 
order to participate and be trained in leadership skills like public narrative, media 
engagement, and organizing, and have the opportunity to attend panels and workshops 
hosted by renowned women leaders. The central focus of the summit has been for members 
to come up with year-long projects which fellows then carry out as they return to their 
home communities; this has been successful, with one woman who was a previous fellow 
of our Summit even running (and winning) her local elections for office.  
 
This kind of momentum and empowerment is why I am truly excited to have the chance 
to direct the Commission on the Status of Women at this conference. This year the 
Commission will be discussing the legality of the commercial sex industry, an incredibly 
pressing and relevant issue, and I hope you are ready to dive into this nuanced topic. 
Women’s issues are relevant to nations throughout the world, and I highly encourage all of 
you to consider their implications within your nation and in relation to other nations as 
you foster your skills of diplomacy. 
 
I hope that you have a remarkable time at this conference, and that you take away 
significance and impact from the selected topic. I hope that your participation in HMUN 
will expand your awareness of the status of gender rights globally and strengthen your 
passion in solving complex international issues. Before, during, and after the conference, 
do not hesitate to ask me anything regarding the committee or about life more generally. I 
would love to get to know you. 
 
As always, email me if you have any questions. See you soon! 
 
Best regards, 
Bushra Hamid 
csw@hmunindia.org 
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