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Topic Summary 

This year’s Commission on Science and Technology for Development will focus 
on the impact of Artificial Intelligence. International leaders in AI research have 
long lauded the future implications of this technology, citing potential uses 
ranging from cancer diagnosis to automated weapon systems. The general public 
and international community are now increasingly exposed to an explosion of 
these capabilities, creating a need for tangible guidelines.  

Recently in the news there has been abundant discussion on ethical collection and 
use of user information, especially in light of Cambridge Analytica’s recent leaks 
of Facebook data. Companies such as Facebook, Google, and Amazon are 
constantly collecting statistics about every one of their users and then tailoring 
suggested purchases and advertisements to individual preferences. The power of 
this personal machine learning is immensely powerful for advertisers, but has 
dangerous implications for individual privacy, especially as machines get smarter 
and learn how to manipulate not only tangible preferences but emotional changes 
as well.  

Alongside fear over ethical data use, concerns about AI are often tied to the 
software’s potential to have an immense impact on future job markets. Any task 
which involves repetition and pattern matching can be done by a computer at 
incredible speeds with minimal error, a level of efficiency that humans cannot 
match. This power gives AI technologies the potential to replace human laborers 
and experts worldwide at increasing rates as technology improves. While this will 
replace many jobs that currently exist, it will also create an incredible need for 
technically-trained experts who can create and maintain these systems, increasing 
the importance of global STEM education.  

Finally, the tangible capabilities of AI to improve existing technologies have both 
frightening and exciting potential ramifications. For one, the pattern matching 
prowess of AI can help to track and predict the spread of disease, helping 
humanitarian efforts better target their aid into communities which will be hit the 
hardest. This same approach can be manipulated to map the growth of cancers in 
a body or the dispersion of ideas across a campus. However, it can also be used to 
create automated weapons, capable of being deployed with extremely specific 
targets and set off without any human loss for the attacker.  

These topics often raise more questions than answers, spurred by uncertainty 
about the true capabilities of AI and how far humans will be willing to take them. 
Your final resolutions will need to be both realistic and firm, a reflection of 21st 

century values, hopes, and fears as we move into an increasingly data-driven 
world.  
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