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Dear Delegate, 
 
My name is Larry Liang and I will be your director for the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations. I am currently a third year student at Harvard studying 
Applied Mathematics and Computer Science. If you attended conference last year, 
you might remember me as the former Under-Secretary-General for 
Administration. I had an incredible time last year on the executive side printing 
everyone’s working papers and draft resolutions, but I’ve always wanted to have 
the chance to interact with delegates more closely within the committee room. So 
this year, I have returned to direct on the substantive side of the conference. 
 
My time in Model UN began when I was a freshman at Harvard. On a whim, I 
went with my friends to Harvard’s Model UN open house during the first week of 
school, and applied to staff both of our flagship Boston conferences. I thoroughly 
enjoyed myself both weekends of those conferences, and resolved to continue 
staffing them in more involved positions. Since then, I’ve had the privilege of 
serving on two Secretariats – HMUN India 2018, and our sister conference for 
college students HNMUN 2019. Most of my time within these organizations has 
been spent on the executive side of the conference, but with my time at Harvard 
and in Model UN quickly dwindling, I wanted to ensure that I could experience 
the educational impact of conference fully and completely. That’s what motivated 
me to direct at HMUN India 2019, and I have no doubts that we will have an 
incredible and substantive time together at conference in August.  
 
As a person of Asian descent, the issue of Human Rights and Political Stability in 
the context of ASEAN is exceptionally important to me. Southeast Asia is all sorts 
of things: beautiful, complex, perplexing, and ever-changing. The possibility for 
peaceful and sustained growth is there, but so is the danger of backsliding into 
civil war and military dictatorship. Most of you also live in India, a country which 
has also gone through its own trials and tribulations with regards to this topic. I 
am confident that you will all bring a nuanced and substantively excellent 
perspective to the debate. Together, you will go through the arduous process of 
reconciling your country’s stances and unique histories, and perhaps come up 
with the solution to the region’s issues that the real ASEAN could never. 
 
I look forward to meeting you all in just a few months! In the meantime, if you 
have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
Sincerely, 
Larry Liang 
Director, Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
Harvard Model United Nations India 2019 
asean@hmunindia.org 
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